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Halloween is almost here, and I’m sure some of you need to do some last

minute graphics for a client project or maybe so graphics for your Halloween

party. So in this intermediate tutorial you will learn how to create a zombie

illustration with a pen tablet from a photo. Have fun utilizing the Blob Brush

and Eraser tool in recreating this tutorial or apply these techniques to other

ghoulish illustrations!

Final Image
Below is the final zombie illustration we will be working towards.
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Tutorial Details
Program : Adobe Illustrator CS4 (This tutorial use the Blob Brush, a tool specific to CS4. If

you have an earlier version of Illustrator, refer to the Alternate Tutorial Methods step at the

end of this post.)

Hardware Needed: Pen Tablet (I used a Wacom Intous4 for the tutorial. If you don’t have a

pen tablet, refer to the Alternate Tutorial Methods step at the end of the tutorial for other

methods for creating the tutorial.)

Difficulty: Intermediate

Estimated Completion Time: 1 hour – 1.5 hours

Step 1
First, you need to find a scary or angry portrait to trace. I purchased a image from iStockphoto.com.

You can do the same or take a picture of yourself. The resolution of the image is not hugely

important, just make sure you can make out some of the face details in the portrait.

Community Images via Flickr

Join the Vectips Flickr group!

http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-3751719-10503029?url=http://www.adobe.com/products/illustrator/
http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-9758647-man-displaying-a-fit-of-rage.php
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10dier/8574290105/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kuvituskonttori-illustrations/8576137947/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/oscar-ospina/8576774670/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21651515@N08/8576486066/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21651515@N08/8576485980/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21651515@N08/8576485766/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21651515@N08/8575389307/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ccp85/8576255258/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ccp85/8575577368/in/pool-926271@N25
http://www.flickr.com/groups/vectips
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Step 2
Create a new document in Illustrator, go File > Place, navigate to the folder with your image, and

click the Place button.

Step 3
Once placed, use the Selection tool (V) and scale the image to your desired size. From the Layers

panel, click the Lock icon on the placed image layer. To keep better organization of the layers,

double-click on the image layer and rename it to “Image Template”. Next, press the Create New

Layer button and rename it to “Outline”. We are going to do most of our tracing in the “Outline” layer.



Create A Grisly Zombie Illustration With A Pen Tablet In Illustrator | Vectips

http://vectips.com/tutorials/create-a-grisly-zombie-illustration-with-a-pen-tablet/[3/24/13 5:48:37 PM]



Create A Grisly Zombie Illustration With A Pen Tablet In Illustrator | Vectips

http://vectips.com/tutorials/create-a-grisly-zombie-illustration-with-a-pen-tablet/[3/24/13 5:48:37 PM]

Step 4
For tracing the image. We are going to use the Blob Brush (Shift + B). This is a new tool in Illustrator

CS4, but if you have a version below, you can still use a Calligraphy brush (Refer to the Alternate

Tutorial Methods step at the bottom of the post). The Blob Brush (Shift +B) settings are set using a

pen tablet’s pressure sensitivity. For this tutorial, I am using a Intuos4 Medium sized tablet. If you

don’t have a pen tablet refer to the same Optional Methods step as noted previously.

To set up the Blob Brush (Shift + B) to use the pressure sensitivity of you pen tablet, double-click on

the Blob Brush (Shift + B) in the Tools panel to open the Blob Brush Tool Options. In the dialog,
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Step 17
To add a little extra fun, place some type over the shirt. I used the font Feast of Flesh from Dafont

and filled it with the same zombie green color in the face. Also, I shifted all the elements, except the

background color, up. All done! Hope you have fun with this grisly zombie!

Final Image
Again below is zombie illustration all done.

http://www.dafont.com/feast-of-flesh-bb.font
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Alternate Tutorial Methods
Calligraphic Brush

If you don’t have CS4 yet but you do have a pen tablet you can use a Calligraphic brush instead of a

Blob Brush (Shift +B) for the outlines of the zombie. If you have CS3 you can use the Live Paint

technique or you can just create shapes of color with the Pen tool (P), Pencil tool (N), or another tool

of your choice. To set up a Calligraphic brush with the same settings as the Blob Brush settings in

this tutorials, click the New Brush Icon in the Brush panel. When the New Brush dialog opens,

choose New Calligraphic Brush. In the Calligraphic Brush Options, change the Angle to 0, the

Roundness to 100%, the Diameter to 5 pt, select Pressure from the Size drop-down menu, and

change the Variation to 5 pt. Now you can outline the image with the same pressure sensitivity as the

Blob Brush.
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Art Brushes

If you don’t have a pen tablet, you can always use an Art brush for the outline instead of the Blob

Brush (Shift +B) . Art brushes are still very versatile, but they will not use you pen tablets pressure

sensitivity. Still, you can find a brush that has similar tapered lines. This technique is similar to the

tutorial I wrote for Vectortuts called Illustrate a Grunge Style Talking Skull in Vector, so check it out to

learn more. My previous article Create Sketchy-Style Vectors will help if finding and creating Art

brushes.

http://vector.tutsplus.com/tutorials/illustration/illustrate-a-grunge-style-talking-skull-in-vector/
http://vectips.com/tutorials/create-sketchy-style-vectors/
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Andrea Austoni

October 29, 2009 at 6:43 am

Hey Ryan,

this is a great tutorial! Thanks for sharing your workflow. I recently

bought a tablet and I’m experimenting in both AI and PS. See my most

recent result here:

http://www.cutelittlefactory.com/tutorials/painting-a-jack-o-lantern/
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